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Zaporizhzhia, a city that lies along 
the banks of the Dnipro River in 
the southern reaches of Ukraine, is 
a place of profound historical 
significance and enduring spirit. 
This thriving city, with a population 
exceeding 710,000 before the 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, is 
home to a vibrant community, a 
rich cultural heritage, and a vision 
for a brighter future.

Introduction



The history of Zaporizhzhia is 
a tale of remarkable resilience 
and evolution. The city's roots 
trace back to the magnificent 
Khortytsia, the largest river 
island in Europe, which has 
been a central point of 
defense, logistics, and 
industry for centuries.

Historical
Background:



The Cossacks are a 
significant cultural 
phenomenon in Ukrainian 
history. They originated from 
the first Sich (Cossack 
Castle) established on a 
small island near Khortytsia, 
which led to the formation 
of five villages that became 
home to Cossack families.



The Cossacks played a 
vital role in Ukraine's 
history, participating in 
numerous battles and 
wars and contributing 
to the country's fight 
for independence and 
freedom. The Cossack 
culture remains an 
essential part of 
Zaporizhzhia`s and all 
Ukraine identity today.



During the 19th century, a 
significant number of 
German Mennonite 
immigrants from Prussia 
migrated to the 
Zaporizhzhia and played a 
crucial role in the growth 
of the city's industries. 
This growth was observed 
in various sectors such as 
agriculture, metallurgy, 
and transportation, 
including the emergence of 
railways and early aircraft.



The many various settlements 
were united into a single city 
during the Soviet Union's 
occupation in the 20th 
century. The city's enterprises 
were nationalized and 
modernized with assistance 
from American, German, and 
British specialists.



Zaporizhzhia is a city that has grown into an 
industrial, cultural, and innovative center over 
the years. It has been a refuge for people who 
value freedom and have come from various 
backgrounds. From the Cossacks and Crimean 
Tatars who sought freedom, to Mennonite 
Germans who sought peace, to people from 
different nations who sought a better life, and to 
Ukrainians who fled the famine of 1932-1933, 
Zaporizhzhia has welcomed and accommodated 
everyone, providing them with opportunities for 
a better future.

Today, Zaporizhzhia is continuing playing a vital 
role in the war for Ukraine's independence, 
serving as a strong southern fortress.



Current Reality and
Ongoing Challenges:

Everyday, Zaporizhzhia is facing and 
solving a range of difficult challenges 
due to the Russian military aggression 
against Ukraine. The city's location, as 
a frontline city, and its importance as a 
logistical hub for the southern region 
of Ukraine all contribute to the depth 
of these challenges.



Zaporizhzhia has a rich history of culture 
and commerce, but unfortunately, the 
conflict has had a profound impact on the 
city. More than 159,114 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) have come to 
Zaporizhzhia and stay here seeking refuge 
from war-torn regions. Women, children, 
elderly individuals, and those with 
disabilities are among these IDPs who face 
the daunting task of rebuilding their lives 
and futures in a traumatized environment 
due to the Russian full-scale invasion.

Humanitarian Crisis:



The city's infrastructure and 
services have been under 
extreme pressure due to the 
influx of IDPs, along with the 
pre-war population of 710,000. 
Public transport, housing, 
medical facilities, and social 
services are all strained, and 
require both immediate and 
long-term solutions to cater to 
the needs of both the residents 
and newcomers.

The strain on
Infrastructure:



Economic 
Challenges:
The ongoing war has severely 
impacted the economy of the 
city, specifically in sectors 
such as metallurgy, agriculture, 
and transportation, which has 
resulted in uncertainty and 
instability. The local 
businesses and industrial 
enterprises have been 
affected. A lot of people lose, 
work or even the livelihoods.



The transportation infrastructure 
of the city, especially the public 
transport system, has 
encountered significant 
difficulties. As the population 
increases within the city and its 
suburbs, there is a growing need 
for efficient mobility. Many of 
transport infrastructure objects 
were damaged or destroyed due 
the rocket shelling. This has put a 
significant burden on the public 
transport system, which requires 
additional transport services to 
address the issue.

Transportation
Constraints:



Frequent shelling and power outages 
have caused significant disruptions in 
the electricity supply. These blackouts 
have not only affected daily life but also 
posed a considerable threat to the 
well-being of citizens, especially during 
harsh winter conditions. The lack of 
consistent power has put a strain on 
essential services such as public 
transport, water treatment facilities, and 
heating systems, further compounding 
the challenges faced by the city.

Energy Infrastructure
and Power Outages:



The war in Ukraine has had a devastating 
impact on the Zaporizhzhia  city's 
residential infrastructure. Russian attacks 
have destroyed 12 apartment buildings, 
leaving many families homeless. In 
addition, over 30 private houses have 
been completely leveled, displacing even 
more residents. The damage extends to 
more than 500 private houses and over 
600 apartments, leaving countless 
individuals with damaged or uninhabitable 
homes. This destruction has not only left a 
trail of devastation but has also disrupted 
the lives of thousands of residents who 
are struggling to find shelter and rebuild 
their homes.

Residential
Infrastructure Damage:



Following the war, the city of Zaporizhzhia is 
facing significant challenges related to 
water. While the city itself still has access to 
clean water, the loss of control over the 
Kakhovsky Reservoir and the disruption 
caused by the incident at the Kakhovka 
Hydroelectric Power Plant have had 
far-reaching consequences. The city's 
wastewater treatment and discharge system, 
which is closely linked to the reservoir, has 
been severely impacted. This poses a serious 
environmental threat not only to 
Zaporizhzhia but also to the surrounding 
areas. The situation requires immediate 
attention and intervention to reduce the 
risks associated with insufficient wastewater 
treatment and water management.

Water Challenges:



Zaporizhzhia city is a located within close proximity of 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (Enerhodar), 
which is currently under occupation by Russian troops. 
Regular shelling of the power plant by Russia, the 
storage of weapons on the NPP premises, and the 
destruction of the Kakhovka reservoir, which supplies 
water to the cooling pond, pose a significant risk of a 
nuclear disaster affecting the entire southern region of 
Ukraine. 

Over 115,000 residents of Zaporizhzhia live within the 
potential affected area and will need to be evacuated 
in the event of a disaster. The city is taking measures to 
restore and create new shelters, including anti-radiation 
shelters, and preparing equipment and materials 
necessary to overcome the disaster.

Nuclear Terrorism



BUT…



WE HAVE SURVIVED
AND ARE RECOVERING



Of the 12 destroyed apartment buildings, 4 have 
been almost completely restored, and another 8 are 
in the process of being restored or are preparing to 
start construction work. More than 500 households 
affected by the attacks have received financial 
assistance for recovery.

Restoration
of residential
buildings



Despite regular shelling and 
destruction of critical infrastructure, 
all households in Zaporizhzhia have 
access to utilities such as water, 
heating, and electricity. The only 
exception are areas where the 
network has been destroyed.

Utilities are working
at full capacity



Unlike the vast majority of frontline 
cities in Ukraine, Zaporizhzhia has 
retained democratic governance of 
the city: there is a City Council 
consisting of 64 deputies and district 
administrations. All local authorities 
report publicly at least once a year. 

As of today, a new composition of the 
City Youth Council is being elected, 
and the IDP Council is functioning.

Democratic processes
and participation in
decision-making



Zaporizhzhia is a beacon of unwavering 
strength and optimism, facing the aftermath of 
brutal war with a steadfast determination to 
build a brighter tomorrow. The city's leaders 
and residents are fully invested in surmounting 
these challenges, working diligently to revitalize 
the city through economic growth, cultural 
exchange, and education. Their unwavering 
commitment to progress is truly inspiring.


